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Every May prior to the pandemic, Kojima, a training ship, carried trainees from
the Japan Coast Guard Academy from Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture to San
Francisco. This year was the first time in three years that Kojima made its
return to San Francisco. 47 students (including 7 females) left Kure on April
24th and arrived at the first port of call, San Francisco Pier 30, on Tuesday,
May 9th. On Wednesday, May 10 the captain and five others paid a courtesy
visit to the JAANC and were treated to a Urasenke tea ceremony at the
Kansoan Tea Room. They seemed to be very pleased with the Japanese
hospitality in California and spent a peaceful and heartwarming time together.
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